
Educational Highlights: I transferred to the College of 
Charleston in fall, 2013, after studying at Trident Technical 
College for a year and a half. In spring of 2015, I was awarded 
the Harper B. Keeler award in political science and the Rising 
Scholar award in African American studies. During that same 
period, I was inducted into Pi Sigma Alpha, the Political Science 
Honor Society. In the summer of 2015, I attended the Ralph 
Bunche Summer Institute - an intensive 5-week graduate 
school preparatory program at Duke University through the 
American Political Science Association. Additionally, I worked 
in numerous offices throughout the 2015-16 academic year. I 
held positions in the Office of Institutional Diversity, the Black 
Student Union, the debate team, and the Gender Sexuality and 
Equity Center. 

Research Focus or Project: The majority of my research has looked at race functions within political 
systems. For my political science capstone, I examined the salience of race and party identification with 
Black voters. Specifically, I looked at whether or not Black voters in South Carolina supported and voted for 
Senator Tim Scott. Through my research, I found that a majority of African Americans claimed to support 
the senator, but less than 10% voted for him. For my African American studies capstone, I examined the 
ways in which the Black Lives Matter Movement was built from the Civil Rights Movement, and charted 
its own course. 

Future Plans: Over the course of the following year, I plan on studying for the GRE and LSAT. I am 
undecided on whether I will pursue a PhD in political science or if I will attend law school. 

HSS Scholar

Brandon Chapman
Majors: Political science and
african aMerican studies
 

This award presented by Jerold L. Hale, dean of the School of Humanities and Social Sciences, and the 
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